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To the People of Poland,  

Twenty years ago, you assumed your rightful place within the Atlantic community for 

freedom, forever erasing the line drawn in Europe by Stalin’s bloody boot. Today, we 

celebrate the fact that our Alliance has not only grown bigger, but also more capable. We 

reflect with gratitude upon the sacrifices all NATO members, new and old, have made in 

defense of our common security – from Bosnia to Afghanistan. We celebrate all those 

who made NATO’s expansion possible, including Bronisław Geremek – a brother and a 

fighter for freedom. 

In the years that have passed since 1999, NATO has opened its doors to ten new 

members. It has expanded its reach to ensure the safety of 900 million people and the 

sanctity of the civic systems into which those millions breathe life. It has demonstrated 

both its preference for dialogue in times of conflict and its potential for forceful response 

should the tools of diplomacy prove insufficient.   

Today is a day to celebrate these achievements, but it also an opportunity to remember 

that NATO is not only a military alliance, but a political alliance based on democratic 

principles. In 1949, we came together not because we were afraid, but because of our 

faith in the values of democracy, free expression, and respect for the dignity of every 

human being. In 1999, we expanded not because we were afraid, but because we wanted 

to keep the door open for those who have fought for freedom.  

We have learned since that our alliance must constantly adapt to the demands of political 

and technological change, but we have also learned what must not change. NATO’s next 

chapter must begin and end with NATO’s founding ideals. All of its member states must 

keep striving for a world in which differences are resolved without violence; where 

people are allowed to live without fear of aggression or attack; and in which the rule of 

law is legitimately-constituted, broadly-recognized and widely-enforced.  

So let us begin again the task of charting NATO’s future with confident hearts, bearing in 

mind our responsibility to those who preceded us, to all who are among us, and to future 

generations. 

With pride and admiration, 

 

 

Madeleine K. Albright  


